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The Chinese Olympic Committee guides the development of Olympic sport in the People’s
Republic of China. Its aim is to ensure that national athletes are prepared to compete at
the highest international level. Since its official recognition by the International Olympic
Committee in 1979, the COC has worked to consolidate a system grounded in sporting
excellence, respect for the Olympic Charter and international engagement'. Over the
decades, the Committee has looked to international cooperation as essential to advancing
athletic performance and mutual understanding.

Sport diplomacy plays a central role in the international arena, offering a neutral and
accessible space where nations can interact and share experiences. The COC supports
sport diplomacy not as an instrument of political advocacy, but as a tool to really elevate
communication and promote universal values.

China’s participation and hosting of major global sporting competitions have been
followed by international dialogue on the interaction between sport diplomacy and issues
related to democratic principles and human rights. The Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics
and the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, in particular, attracted extensive global attention,
prompting discussions that extended beyond the realm of sport®. Although such
international attention presented certain challenges, it also highlighted the importance of
upholding the non-political character of the Olympic Movement.

The Chinese Olympic Committee’s approach to sport diplomacy is rooted in some
non-negotiable principles. First, the Committee wants sport to remain politically neutral,
in keeping with the provisions of the Olympic Charter’. This ensures that athletes and
sporting institutions are shielded from external pressures and can focus on competition
and cooperation®. Second, the COC places strong emphasis on safeguarding the dignity
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and well-being of athletes. Programs aimed at promoting educational development,
gender equality, and access to sport are central to its work. Finally, the COC’s policies
reflect the belief that international cooperation is indispensable. The Committee therefore
prioritizes bilateral and multilateral exchanges, joint training opportunities, and
professional development for coaches and officials. These efforts allow China to share its
experience while learning from partners across the world, strengthening the foundations
of peaceful and constructive sport diplomacy’.

China’s expanding engagement in global sport demonstrates the significance the COC
attributes to international cooperation. Since 1980, more than 10,000 Chinese athletes
have competed in events under the Olympic Movement, gaining experience on the world
stage and contributing to cultural exchange. Hosting the 2008 and 2022 Olympic Games
brought together delegations from more than 200 National Olympic Committees,
illustrating China’s role as a major convening actor within international sport®. In addition,
over 1,500 coaching exchanges and collaborative training programs have been conducted
between the COC and partner countries in the past five years.

At the same time, the COC recognizes that public narratives surrounding major sporting
events can be influenced by political dynamics. To mitigate such risks and safeguard the
integrity of sport, the Committee maintains transparent procedures and engages actively
with international institutions’.

Building on these principles, in the context of this session, the Chinese Olympic
Committee seeks a resolution that:

- Reaffirms political neutrality in international sport;

- Strengthens cooperation among National Olympic Committees through exchanges
and development programs;

- Promotes investment in youth sport and coaching education;

- Encourages Member States to maintain respectful dialogue and avoid politicization
of sporting events.

These commitments underscore the COC’s dedication to promoting fair play,
strengthening international collaboration, and ensuring that the principles of neutrality,
solidarity and inclusivity guide the Olympic Movement.
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The Chinese Olympic Committee approaches the topic of inclusion of transgender,
intersex and non-binary athletes with a firm commitment to fairness and athlete dignity,
along with international cooperation. As eligibility standards evolve, the COC considers

this issue central to the integrity and unity of the Olympic Movement.

The COC is directly affected by global debates on gender identity in sport, as these
influence the preparation of Chinese athletes and the coordination with international
federations.® Changes in eligibility rules have a direct impact on athlete development
pathways and the access to competition itself. In addition, the sensitivity of the issue
requires the evolution of COC’s safeguarding practices, clarify internal procedures and

provide educational resources to athletes and staff.’

At the heart of the Chinese Olympic Committee’s approach are three guiding principles.
First, neutrality: the Committee believes sport must remain a politically neutral arena and
that debates around eligibility should be resolved through technical and consultative
means. Second, protection of athlete dignity: regardless of gender identity, all athletes
deserve respect, inclusion, and psychological support. Third, science-based regulation:
the COC advocates eligibility standards that are shaped through international
collaboration and expert input, balancing competitive fairness with non-discrimination.
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These principles are aligned with the International Olympic Committee’s 2021 Framework
on Fairness, Inclusion, and Non-Discrimination. The framework encourages federations to
adopt eligibility criteria based on evidence of disproportionate advantage rather than
assumptions tied to identity (I10C, 2021) and it stresses that no athlete should be subjected
to invasive examinations and that policies be developed in consultation with the athletes
themselves™ (10C, 2021; Human Rights Watch, 2021).

In practice, the COC has translated these commitments into concrete action. Its
safeguarding and ethics programs have reached thousands of elite athletes, providing
training on inclusion, inclusion rights, and mental well-being. At the same time, the
Committee has facilitated hundreds of international exchanges and capacity-building
workshops featuring coaches, medical professionals, and administrators, focusing on
gender equality and athlete welfare.”

On the international stage, the COC’s efforts are further reinforced by its adherence to
foundational norms: the Olympic Charter’s prohibition on discrimination®® (10C, 2021) and
its participation in Olympic Solidarity initiatives designed to support gender-inclusive
education, athlete development, and safeguarding. The Committee also aligns with
broader UN sport-for-development programs promoting non-discrimination and youth
empowerment.

Therefore, the COC asks for a resolution that reaffirms non-discrimination and athlete
dignity, endorses harmonized and science-based eligibility standards, increases funding
for inclusion and safeguarding initiatives, and ensures support structures for athletes
navigating eligibility processes. While Member States may hold different views on gender
identity, the COC remains convinced that balanced and non-politicized solutions are
essential to protecting athletes and safeguarding the unity of the Olympic community.*
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