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The Kingdom of the Netherlands, represented within the European People’s Party approaches
both assigned topics with the conviction that Europe's strength lies in its unity, diversity, rule
based order and its commitment to democracy, human rights, and equality.

The European People’s Party has built a Europe where people’s dignity, security and freedom
always come first. Europe’s diversity has always been a unique source of strength that has
made peace and prosperity possible for most of us.

We are proud of our roots and confident about the future, but nowadays we are faced with a
complex world, where some believe that everyone should dream of being a global citizen, while
others want to close all doors and retreat into national egoism.*

In recent times the question of the European Union’s enlargement has gained a strategic
importance, especially due to renewed geopolitical pressures. Russia’s aggression and constant
instability in the Western Balkans has urged us to act in favour of a stable and rules based
European neighbourhood. Enlargement is not only a technical process, it is Europe’s most
strategic investment in continental peace and stability. It strengthens the European way of life
by stabilising the EU’s borders, reinforcing defence cooperation, supporting energy resilience
and securing Europe against negative external influence. The EU has not only moral, but also
a normative ambition to spread valuable values, expressed in Article 2 and Article 49 of the
TEU.2
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These articles, together with the Copenhagen Criteria, must remain the irreplaceable
foundations of the accession process.

The Netherlands wants to act as a bridge builder that seeks to unite member states that fear an
institutional collapse, with those advocating for a rapid integration. Our objective in the final
AFET resolution is to affirm the Copenhagen criteria, strengthen the rule of law and the
monitoring process, encourage merit based advancement and enhance the EU’s stability and

importance even as it grows.

The Netherlands has long championed international law, environmental leadership, by
promoting multilateral cooperation. The Netherlands, aligned with the European People’s
Party’s ambitions, stands for a science based, precautionary approach on the governance of
Antarctica. We advocate for an independent Antarctic continent, dedicated exclusively to
scientific missions, free from militarisation and free from any mineral exploitation.

The European Union already plays a meaningful, but indirect role in Antarctic governance. At
a time where climate pressure intensify and geopolitical rivalries expand to the polar regions
and beyond, the European Union must assume a more significant and proactive role in the
governance of Antartica. The kingdom of the Netherland together with the EPP supports
strengthening the EU’s role in ATS institutions, consolidating EU scientific research and

enhancing the EU’s leadership in marine conservation.®

For the Netherlands and the European People’s Party both enlargement and Antarctic
governance reflects a broader struggle for a world that is based on rules, cooperation and
democratic values. Europe must remain strong, enhance its leadership and defend its values.
Whether strengthening Europe’s neighbourhood through principle and strategic enlargement
or protecting one of the planet’s most vulnerable continents, the objective is the same:

safeguarding the European way of life and enhancing global stability.
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