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“Grounded in enduring European values and committed to improving the lives of all Europeans,
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we stand ready to contribute to building a brighter and more prosperous future.

— ECR Group

Agenda 1: Enlargement of the European Union — Yes, No, and How?

The enlargement of the European Union over the last semicentury resulted in the number
of its Member States growing nearly fivefold compared to its forerunner, the European
Economic Community (EEC), and the increase continues. The Czech Republic joined the
European Union on May 1, 2004, as part of the EU's most sizeable enlargement. It became a full
member alongside nine other countries that also joined on the same date.!

This is worth celebrating, but it also raises concerns simultaneously. Bringing countries
like the West Balkan nations, Georgia, and Moldova, where close ties and long-term cooperation
are already bound between local agencies and the European Union, closer to European standards
strengthen the regional influence. Especially in a time when the mentioned states urgently entail
shelter and safeguarding against proactive threats dispatched from Russia. The European Union
enlargement has proven to be a double-edged sword that can once play a pivotal role as a
geopolitical tool for regional stability and economic prosperity by dismantling internal borders
inside the Union and assuring international solidarity, as the ECR Foreign Affairs Coordinator
Anna Fotyga MEP stated: “Enlargement policy remains a key instrument for Europe’s stability
and prosperity. It is a strategic geopolitical decision, and we cannot afford to repeat mistakes that
leave our partners in grey areas.”?

However, on the other hand, its downside is as obvious as it gets and is alas even more
apparent in recent years; more Member States indicate larger overload and burden in institutional
decision-making. This makes room for the Brussels administration to centralize power, which

! European Commission. (2019, May 29). From 6 to 27 members. Enlargement and Eastern
Neighbourhood. https://enlargement.ec.europa.cu/enlargement-policy/6-27-members_en

2 Enlargement policy: Key for stability and prosperity // ECR Group. (2024). ECR Group.
https://ecrgroup.eu/article/enlargement_policy key for stability and prosperity
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compromises the sovereignty of Member States®. The unmanageability is slowly making the
presence of the European Union obsolete in cases where immediate action ought to be taken, and
furthermore trigger social issues like migration and budget pressure on a long run, causing more
developed Member States including the Czech Republic which have the tendency of developing
into a net contributor in the foreseeable future*, falling into a vicious cycle of interminably aiding
recently integrated net recipient states and allocating resources to ensconce the migrants arriving
from the new Member States. These occurrences have damaged the competitiveness of the
European Union against other emerging economies, and a growing number of citizens in several
Member States are skeptical about further expansions, among them the Czech Republic stood out
for its negative attitude in this respect (less than 35% for, approx. 55% against)’.

It is in the interest of both the ECR group and the Czech Republic to enlarge the
European Union under strict conditionality. Subject to the manifestations of other Member States
in the Visegrad 4%, we stand firmly by the strict implementations of the principles including but
not limited to the Copenhagen Criteria and Article 49 TEU. Our policies and political alignment
show strong support for the enlargement, but we must avoid importing instability or weakening
the EU’s ability to act. Enlargement must not centralize more power in Brussels, as respect to
national capacities and sovereignty should be ensured at all costs. The ECR calls for the
empowerment of those agencies such as the Directorate-General for Enlargement and the Eastern
Neighbourhood that assist the accession of possible candidates with means including advising
reforms and giving financial aid, until they fully comply with the requirement given by the
European Commissioner for Enlargement et al. As regards the EU’s neighboring candidate

3 Augere, L. (2025, July 3). Von der Leyen’s centralisation will kill the European project.
Euractiv. https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/von-der-leyens-centralisation-will-kill-the-

european-project/

* Czech Republic seen becoming net EU contributor by 2025. (2018, February 8). Radio Prague
International. https://english.radio.cz/czech-republic-seen-becoming-net-eu-contributor-2025-
8169466

> Balcer, A., & Warsaw. (2019). ROZSZERZONA W ROZNORODNOSCI PROCES
ROZSZERZENIA UNII EUROPEJSKIEJ I JEGO PERSPEKTYWY ENLARGED IN
DIVERSITY THE EU ENLARGEMENT PROCESS AND ITS PERSPECTIVES.
https://schuman.pl/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2024/10/The-EU-Enlargement-Process-and-its-

Perspectives.pdf

® Juzova, J., & Fellowship, R. (2023). The V4 and EU Enlargement Advocates With Limited
Influence? https://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/2023-
12/Juzova%20-%20V4%20and%20enlargement%20-%20report.pdf
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countries like Ukraine and Moldova, we encourage the Council to adopt the negotiating
frameworks as soon as they have taken the necessary measures.

Agenda 2: The Role of the European Union in the Governance of Antarctica

In 2007, the J. G. Mendel Czech Antarctic Station was established on James Ross Island
near the Antarctic Peninsula, operated by Masaryk University in Brno, marking the Czech
Republic to be the 26™ country in the world to have an Antarctic station’. The European Union
has therefore gained another outpost in Antarctica to spread its influence. Over the past decade,
the EU has developed broader interests in the polar regions, ranging from fisheries, research and
environmental protection to foreign affairs. Although this applies mainly to the Arctic region, its
geographical opposite: Antarctic, has not fallen into oblivion.

Until 2023, 58 countries have joined the Antarctic Treaty System®. The age of this
uninhabited continent torn and divided by the imaginary lines has finally come to an end.
However, the main drawbacks of the Antarctic Treaty System are revealed after more Member
States were consolidated into the system. Similar to the European Union, the Antarctic Treaty
System lacks robust enforcement mechanisms, which makes it vulnerable to upcoming
challenges, particularly as geopolitical tensions and resource interests grow. Other weaknesses
are the system's slow and reactive nature to issues like commercialization (tourism, fishing,
bioprospecting), the inherent uncertainty surrounding territorial claims, and the need for stronger,
more proactive responses to environmental changes. The ECR group has been advocating that
the European Union should play the role of a spearhead in enhancing this yet imperfect system.

Notwithstanding the fact that the voice of the European Union is often ignored and
unheard due to the lack of regional influence’. Both the Czech Republic and the ECR group hold
an orientation that supports a future, where the European Union should lead in science and
environmental protection, coordinating Member States’ action within the Antarctic Treaty
System not bypassing it. We favor practical instruments: targeted pre-accession conditionality,
stronger monitoring, and EU-backed science diplomacy to protect the global commons. We are

7 About us | Czech Antarctic Researche ProgrammeCARP - Czech Antarctic Research Programe.
(2019). Muni.cz. https://carp.sci.muni.cz/about-us/

8 Parties. (2021). Www.ats.aq. https://www.ats.aq/devAS/Parties

% Raspotnik, A., & Stepien, A. (2023). The European Union’s polar ambitions: regional geo-
policies yet limited geo-strategic vision. Journal of European Integration, 45(8), 1181-1197.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07036337.2023.2270664
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fully aware of the fact that this will be a formidable challenge for every Member State, which is
the reason why all Member States of the European Union should consolidate under such

hardship.

Last but not least, we advocate that all reforms should stress the fact that any step
forward must respect the ATS legal order and the fact that national Member States are the ones
with voting rights in ATCMs. This is to prevent the jeopardy against national sovereignty, as we

have stated multiple times: “The European Union should coordinate, not supplant.
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We wish for a fruitful debate for all MEPs at our expectant conference in Ljubljana.

10 The EU should bring countries together, not push them apart // ECR Group. (2025). ECR

Group.

https://ecrgroup.eu/article/the_eu should bring countries together not push them_apart
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