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Topic: Enlargement of the European Union - yes, no and how?

The republic of Lithuania is a Baltic state, which regained its independence from the
Soviet Union in 1990, and was admitted into the European Union in 2004.! Ever since the
accession, Lithuania has firmly anchored its foreign policy in European integration and
security. Lithuania strongly supports European enlargement as a member of the European
People's Party, not only from an economical standpoint, but as a matter of expanding the
zone of security, democracy and peace.

Lithuania's geopolitical interests lie in the close proximity to the Russian exclave of
Kaliningrad, which in regards to the war in Ukraine heightens security concerns, as
conveyed by Foreign Minister Budrys' remark: “the next EU enlargement wave must include
Ukraine”, arguing that membership would significantly contribute to the security and
prosperity of the EU as a whole.? Integrating other Eastern Partnership countries into the
EU structures would result in a more resilient and secure Europe.

Enlargement can also deepen trade relations with candidate countries, providing a bigger
market and opportunities for regional economic cooperation, improving regional
cohesion and relations.

In regards to domestic dynamics, the public in Lithuania strongly favors enlargement -
about 74% of Lithuanians are supportive of it® - as long as the process is principled and
responsible.

Our support for enlargement stems from its EPP-aligned political tradition which is open
to the accession of Ukraine, the Western Balkans, Moldova and Georgia, but currently
does not support the accession of Turkey and Belarus. The enlargement policy rests on
the condition of fully meeting the Copenhagen Criteria before joining, preserving the
integrity of EU institutions and the rule of law.* Due to geopolitical vulnerability the
enlargement is a way to strenghten European eastern flank to ensure security for all.

Lithuania has acted on enlargement goals in multiple ways, through the support of the
European Commission’s 2025 Enlargement Package?and the continuous endorsement of
policies regarding enlargement, with all those actions reinforcing Lithuania’s role as a
strategic voice in EU foreign policy, contributing to universal security. Risks that may arise
from the enlargement are mainly financial and institutional strain, which are mitigated via
cautious process that ensures concrete results.
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Our commitment to enlargement adheres to numerous international frameworks, for
instance the EU Treaties, including the Copenhagen Criteria®, as well as the NATO-EU
cooperation. Lithuania participates in the Eastern Partnership®, promoting closer
integration, which is also of importance in economic cooperations, highlighted through
Association Agreements and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas.

We are certain that a phased integration model with a multistage pathway for candidate
countries. Partial integration would be conditional with the justification of merit-based
benchmarks, which strenghten the transparency and predictability of accession criteria.?
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Topic: The Role of the European Union in the Governance of Antarctica

Lithuania, as a committed member of the European Union, strongly upholds
multilaterism, environmental sustainability and the rule of law.” Lithuania recognises
Antarctica’s crucial function for global climate, biodiversity and scientific discovery. The
European Union plays an important role in Antarctic governance, especially through the
Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), closely
aligning with Lithuania’s priorities in environmental conservation.

The coastal regions of Lithuania are directly threatened by the global sea-level rise,
which is partially due to Antarctica’s ice melting.® Polar science, funded by the EU is
improving the country’s capacity to model climate change and assess risks.®

Lithuania favors EU action that strenghtens norms of conservation and peaceful
cooperation, the prime example of which is the Antarctic Treaty System. It is crucial to
promote ambitious environmental standars and marine protection?®, consistent with the
support for the European Green Deal. We encourage the EU to use its research instruments
to connect science and policy, especially in the polar region.

Lithuania supports the EU Commission’s COM(2023) 423 Decision*, which defines EU’s
position in CCAMLR and aligns with its environmental and fisheries policies. We welcome
the establishment of the European Polar Coordination Office (EPCO), which will function
as a bridge between scientists and policy-makers. Subsequently Lithuania supports
increased EU funding for Antarctic research through Horizon programmes.

We claim that a formal EU Antarctic treaty that aligns environmental, scientific and
geopolitical objectives in Antarctica should be adopted as a joint EU policy document to
improve institutional coordination regarding Antarctica. We urge other parties to consider
increasing research investment to ensure EPCO becomes a body with the capacity to
shape governance through data and expertise.
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