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Topic: European Enlargement

The Republic of Ireland's Delegation restates its enduring dedication to a democratic
and open European Union. Ireland has consistently supported expansion as a
geopolitical obligation and necessity. All European countries that satisfy the
Copenhagen Criteria deserve a just and reliable route to membership. Recent
discussions in the Oireachtas (May 2025) reveal a broad national consensus:

expansion enhances European stability and democracy.

As of 2025, accession talks are ongoing with Albania, North Macedonia,
Montenegro, and Serbia. Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo also continue to make
gradual progress. We understand the desire for membership and progress in meeting
the criteria. Ireland’s accession to the European Union in 1973 transformed our
economic and political development. Public support for the EU remains strong across
urban and rural communities alike, both of which have seen firsthand the benefits of
membership. Key national interests— agriculture, rural development, migration
policy, and economic cohesion- are closely tied to the stability and prosperity of the
Union. Ireland views enlargement as a tool to strengthen democracy and counter
destabilising external influences, particularly following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The Union recognises this new geopolitical reality — as evidenced by the European
Council’s decision in 2023 to open accession talks with Ukraine and Moldova and to
grant Georgia candidate status. This shift represents both opportunity and challenge

for the Western Balkans; stagnation risks leaving openings for external actors to



undermine EU objectives. Ireland strongly supports targeted government reforms

and administrative capacity-building for all candidate states.

This Delegation would like to reiterate that EU enlargement must remain based on
merit and the Copenhagen Criteria. Western Balkan states achieved over 90%
alignment with the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy in 2024- while this is
positive progress, judicial independence, anti-corruption efforts, and media freedom
remain uneven. The EU must ensure that financial support is tied to concrete,
verifiable reforms to strengthen the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA
[II). Ireland endorses a phased approach to integration, with gradual participation in
EU programmes such as Erasmus+, Digital Europe, and Horizon Europe. This
approach rewards genuine progress while addressing concerns among Member
States. Ireland also supports strengthened regional cooperation, including the
Common Regional Market under the Berlin Process. Cases such as Serbia and
Kosovo emphasise the indispensability of meaningful dialogue for regional stability.
However, the Union must ensure that internal reforms maintain pace with
enlargement. It is of utmost importance for a larger EU to remain transparent,
functional, and democratic. Ireland stresses the importance of safeguarding access to
structural and agricultural funding, including the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP), which is essential for rural Irish communities. Equity must apply to all

existing and future Member States.

This Delegation recommends financial and technical assistance for judicial and
anti-corruption reforms in candidate countries, as well as for security cooperation
consistent with Ireland’s military neutrality. We also recommend asylum policies that
ensure fair burden-sharing across Member States. Certain decision-making
structures must be adapted to sustain effectiveness in an enlarged EU, including
greater transparency and communication with EU citizens on the benefits of

enlargement.



The Republic of Ireland believes that a principled enlargement policy will strengthen
the EU economically and politically. As an Independent Irish MEP, this Delegation
stands ready to support all candidate countries that demonstrate a genuine
commitment to reform. We are prepared to work with fellow Member States in

building a more stable, democratic, and inclusive European Union.
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The Delegation of the Republic of Ireland reaffirms its belief in a European Union
that takes responsibility both in its immediate neighbourhood and also for the global
commons, such as Antarctica. 20 EU Member States are formally involved in
Antarctic governance, and some, like France, hold historical territorial claims.
Ireland believes that the EU must develop a more coherent Antarctica policy that
integrates scientific leadership, environmental protection, and diplomacy. The EU
must establish a stronger strategic vision rather than continuing to act as a loose

federation of Member States.

The EU has made efforts within CCAMLR (Convention on the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources), notably to propose Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs). Antarctic ice shelves are melting rapidly: nearly 40% have shrunk
significantly over the past 25 years. Such melting contributes directly to sea-level rise
and has implications for Europe, particularly for island nations such as Ireland. Most
of Ireland’s major cities are coastal and low-lying. Rising sea levels threaten ports,
fisheries, rural coastlines, and billions in infrastructure. Ireland’s own climate
modelling heavily incorporates Antarctic ice-sheet scenarios. Though some recent
reports note that sea-ice loss is not yet irreversible, the risk of crossing critical
tipping points is growing. Ireland strongly supports increasing EU-funded Antarctic
research. Projects such as deep ice-core drilling (e.g., EPICA) are vital, both for

understanding climate history and future risks. The EU should push for the creation



and expansion of Marine Protected Areas in the Southern Ocean. Ireland endorses
the EU’s past proposals in CCAMLR, as well as continued diplomatic efforts with
allies (e.g., Australia) to advance conservation. Given the accelerating loss of
Antarctic ice and its global implications, Ireland urges the EU to treat Antarctic

policy as part of its climate diplomacy.

Ireland recommends allocating more funding through Horizon Europe and similar
programmes for polar research, and supports joint research networks (such as EU
PolarNet) that facilitate data sharing and cross-border cooperation. Ireland also
advocates for new and stronger proposals for MPAs. It is pertinent to develop a
unified EU Antarctic strategy. The Union should task the European External Action
Service (EEAS) with drafting a strategic roadmap for Antarctica, tying scientific,
environmental, and foreign policy goals into a coherent policy. We must strengthen
the EU’s role in multilateral Antarctic bodies, including CCAMLR and the ATCM
(Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings). Finally, Ireland advises that the EU should
link Antarctic engagement to the EU’s broader climate strategy, stressing the
importance of ice-sheet protection for global sea-level stabilisation. Therefore, we
should promote the inclusion of Antarctica in EU climate diplomacy, especially in
forums like the UNFCCC.

In conclusion, Ireland believes that Antarctica represents a critical global arena where
science and diplomacy intersect. An ambitious but realistic EU Antarctic policy
would reinforce our responsibility, deepen our scientific leadership, and protect the
southern polar environment. As an Independent Irish MEP, I stand ready to push for
stronger EU engagement- [ urge my colleagues in AFET and beyond to embrace a

vision of Antarctica that is sustainable and wisely governed.
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