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The People’s Republic of China (hereinafter: PRC or China), as a
permanent member of the Security Council (hereinafter: SC),
hereby submits its Position Paper on the Marking of the 25th Anniversary of the Landmark United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and Security.

The PRC has long recognised women as essential contributors to peace and security, captured in an olden
Chinese expression, “Women hold up half the sky.”* As the host of the Fourth World Conference on
Women (1995) and steward of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, China views the 25th
anniversary of the UNSC Resolution 1325 as a further reaffirmation of its historical commitment to
women’s empowerment and gender equality.

Resolution 1325 represented a historic shift in thinking: it put women in the forefront, not only viewing
them as victims of conflict, but rather as agents of peace, as mediators and stakeholders in security
governance. Yet global instability, the proliferation of armed conflicts, rising terrorism problems and the
persistent threat of poverty are the causes shaking the progress made. As noted by Chinese
representatives?, over 600 million women worldwide currently live in conflict zones, facing issues of
discrimination and violence. This anniversary offers the international community an opportunity
strengthen global consensus, reaffirm the centrality of women in peacebuilding and renew international
commitment to gender equality®. Sinceits adoptionthe Beijing Platform for Action has remained the most
wide-ranging global framework for advancing the rights of women and girls. As such it is continuously
shaping China’s domestic and foreign policy. Despite not being one of the countries affected by large-scale
armed conflicts, the PRC still has a stake in the role of women in the world. Women constitute more than
40% of China’s workforce®, once existing gender gaps in compulsory education have been since
eliminated, all reflecting the country’s consistent efforts to expand female participation in all fields of life.
The PRC recognises gender equality as key to the country’s modernization and economic progress.

China believes the agenda of the Resolution 1325 is in order with its global development initiatives and
plans for development. Itis central to the Chinese global identity, as a supporter of development, stability
and equality, as well as multilateral cooperation. Under such ideals, China has dispatched over 1200
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female peacekeepers® and remains as one of the supporters of the UNESCO’s Prize for Girls’ and Women’s
Education®. These actions further reflect the PRC’s motto of development and peace being mutually
reinforcing. Countries working together can achieve many great leaps forward, however women’s
protection and empowerment must first occur under national leadership, in accordance with state
sovereignty and the principle of non-interference’. Lasting solutions require respecting national
conditions and supporting governments in building their own systems for the protection of women.

As China has emphasised in past Security Council debates, women’s security cannot be achieved without
development and development cannot be sustained without women'’s participation. The PRC believes
that underdevelopment is a fundamental driver of instability affecting women. The main causes for
violence and instability that affects the female sex is hidden in poverty, unemployment and lack of
education. For this reason, development in a way represents the golden key to resolving critical global
challenges®. The international community should therefore aim to prioritise education, economic
empowerment, poverty eradication and infrastructure reconstruction, especially for women in conflict-
affected regions. Through such means China has lifted over 44 million rural women out of extreme
poverty’ and improved the quality of their lives for the better. Comprehensive progress requires a wide
range of national efforts and a broad set of initiatives that does not only focus on development, but also
ranges from strengthening legal frameworks and regulations protecting women to increasing educational
and economic opportunities targeted at women. Through these sorts of initiatives countries can keep
improving women’s economic independence.

China proposes the following set of actions at the multilateral level:

1. Addressroot causes through development: increase investmentin education, infrastructure and
more. Offer additional livelihood programs for women in conflict zones.

2. Improve protection against conflict-related sexual violence: strenghten national justice
systems, as well as educate them.

3. Ensure women’s safety in conflict through ceasefire implementation and humanitarian
arrangements®.

4. Keep building global partnership and multilateral cooperation, strengthen the role of UN’s
agencies. Encourage countries to close the gender financing gap. *
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The People’s Republic of China (hereinafter: PRC or China), as a
permanent member of the Security Council (hereinafter: SC),

hereby submits its Position Paper on the question of Addressing
the Disproportionate Effect of Armed Conflicts On Children.

The PCR, as a country that has been historically subject to many social unrests, from world wars to civil
ones'?, believes that protecting children in armed conflict is a cornerstone of international peace,
security and socioeconomic development. As Chinese representatives already stated, "children are the
most innocent victims”*® of war and require the highest protection afforded. A shocking twenty-five years
after the establishment of the Security Council’s Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) mandate!4, the world
faces an unprecedented crisis. According to UNICEF’s data, 2024 was one of the worst years ever recorded
for children in conflict, with 1 in 6 children worldwide living in conflict zones?®. Children do not start wars
and yet they pay the highest for them, suffering horrible violations, including killing, sexual violence,
maiming, abduction, and more*®.

As the largest peacekeeping troop contributor amongst the permanent members of the Council, the PRC
holds safeguarding children as inseparable from strengthening development and reinforcing
international law. China believes international law to have an especially important role in such discussions
and is a party to and supportive of multiple documents and resolutions that shed light on the
problematised topic, such as all major UNSC CAAC resolutions, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols, as well as the Optional Protocol on Children in
Armed Conflict (OPAC)Y".

While the PRC currently is not affected by armed conflict domestically, global conflicts profoundly
influence China’s international development collaborations and humanitarian commitments?¢. Chinese
peacekeepersservein regions such as South Sudan'® and Lebanon?, where instability threatens children’s
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survival and critical pieces for their development, such as education systems. It also affects regional
stability and security, which is crucial for development and economic growth. China’s Belt and Road
projects in conflict-affected regions are subject to severe setbacks when wars destroy infrastructure, deny
children education and fuel circles of poverty. Conflicts in nearby countries such as Myanmar and
Afghanistan, as well as the Middle East, generate displacement of millions, and through that multiple risks,
such as trafficking, which largely affects children®.

The PRC has continuously stressed that peace is by far the best protection for children. Ending
hostilities in the world’s conflict epicentres must remain a paramount priority. As ambassador Fu Cong
has stated, “As long as the flames of war continue to burn, more children will remain at risk.”* Achieving
ceasefires should be a top priority and China’s staunchly opposes escalation, actions that fuel conflictand
unilateral provocations. [CITIRAJ] The PRC rejects the idea that unilateral coercive measures will produce
the wanted effects - such measures only worsen hunger and fuel shortages, with a medical collapse
following shortly®.

China believes that it is crucial for humanitarian access to be unhindered. Defunding agencies and
blocking relief supplies violates children’s fundamental human rights. Ensuring humanitarian access is
the prerequisite for safeguarding children’s rights. Funding reductions should not be used as tools of
pressure by developed countries, as that only leads to children becoming victims of politics®.

Following these conclusions, China proposes several complementary solutions, that will advance us
towards a better future for the children of the world:

1. Prioritisation of Development: investing in education, poverty eradication, and healthcare to
prevent recruitment into armed forces. Under this falls the rebuilding of schools and hospitals,
investment in infrastructure that support child welfare through access to education, healthcare
and more.

2. Guaranteeing Humanitarian Access to the Affected Regions®*: ensuring protection of
humanitarian personnel, safe and reliable humanitarian corridors, as well as the removal of all
obstacles to the delivery of humanitarian aid.

3. Political Solutions and Promote Ceasefires?¢, achieved through mediation and diplomacy. Child
protection should be a critical part of peace negotiations and mediation frameworks.

4. Improve and Expand International Cooperation.

The UN must as a collective, through diplomatic action and cooperation, reverse the deadly new normal
of attacks against children. Children cannot wait?’. The PRC urges the international community to act with
unity and responsibility.
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