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The republic of South Africa is worried about climate change and how it is going to 
affect the population. Climate change causes problems such as droughts, floods and 
storms. All these issues force people to leave their homes. South Africa believes that 
helping these populations should be addressed as a human rights issue. Therefore 
we think the situation must be taken seriously. South Africa promotes cooperation 
between countries to fight climate change, it must be considered a global issue and 
not a local or state issue. Climate change also affects South Africa directly, the 
droughts in Cape Town1caused many problems to the population, another example is 
the 2022 floods in KwaZulu-Natal2 that destroyed communities and forced people to 
move. During these floods, more than 40.000 people were displaced, 4.000 homes 
and businesses destroyed. South Africa is also vulnerable against Water shortages, 
Wildfires and with farming. These problems often force people to move, causing 
mass migration.  

South Africa believes that displaced people need safety, shelters and basic 
services3. International support is fundamental to achieve this by helping countries 
like South Africa to manage displacements among different territories. The 
international community should recognise “climate refugees” and give them legal 
protection. Moreover, communities affected by displacement should receive 
education and basic life support.  
 
South Africa is also proud to have chaired and hosted the G20 this year in 
Johannesburg. The theme of the G20 is Solidarity, Equality and Sustainability which 
are according to the Republic of South Africa fundamental to address climate 
change. It is a great honour and a unique opportunity to show leadership in 
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addressing global challenges. Hosting the G204 allows South Africa to promote 
international cooperation on climate change and to focus on the protection of people 
displaced or heavily affected. According to the G20 climate risk atlas5 “Between 1990 
and 2015, climate change caused almost half of all heat-related deaths in the 
country. By 2100, heat-related deaths will climb 25 times higher than in 1990.” 
 
Our strong communities from town and villages are planting trees and gardens to 
fight the drought. These gardens help families grow and have water during the dry 
seasons. Planting trees also stops soil from washing away during heavy rains giving 
the ground a lot of stability. Local people, especially in the rural areas, are working 
together creating strong communities that hold together. Some communities are 
creating small jobs in renewable energy farming. People can earn money and help 
the environment at the same time6. Some towns use solar panels or wind turbines to 
have clean energy.  
 
South Africa reconfirms its commitment to the Paris Agreement 2015 to limit climate 
change. Developed countries should give financial and technical help to developing 
countries, especially help from global north to the global south. Moreover, sharing 
knowledge would be very important for technology, climate and disaster 
management7. Domestically, South Africa’s government is investing in renewable 
energy, reduction of carbon emissions and a warning system for floods and droughts 
are being improved. 
 
In conclusion, we say that the International community should work together to fight 
climate change. Protecting people that are forced to move because of climate 
change should be a top priority for the international community. Strong global actions 
and support can reduce climate change effects and save a lot of lives. 
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