Delegation from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Position Paper for the United Nations Security Council

The topics on the agenda of the United Nations (UN) Security Council (UNSC) are marking the 25TH
anniversary of UNSC resolution 1325 (2000) and addressing the disproportionate effect of armed
conflicts on children. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan (Pakistan) recognises all topics on the agenda to
be of great importance and looks forward to cooperating multilaterally to address these issues.

. Topic A: Marking the 25TH anniversary of UNSC resolution 1325 (2000)

The adoption of UNSC resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325) in 2000 was a landmark achievement in
recognising women’s role in peace and security. As the global community marks its 25TH anniversary,
Pakistan acknowledges the resolution’s transformative vision and reiterates its commitment to
advancing gender equality as a foundation for sustainable peace. While the ideals of UNSCR 1325
remain compelling, their universal application continues to raise questions about feasibility in diverse
socio-political contexts.

Pakistan has consistently supported the principles of UNSCR 1325 and the Women, Peace, and
Security (WPS) agenda. Gender-sensitive provisions have been integrated into national frameworks
such as the National Internal Security Policy (2018 - 2023), and Pakistan has partnered with UN Women
and civil society to promote women’s leadership in governance and peacebuilding. A significant
milestone was the National Dialogue on WPS, held recently in Islamabad (November 2025), which
brought together policymakers, security experts, and civil society to reaffirm Pakistan’s commitment to
gender-responsive governance. The dialogue emphasised institutional reforms, capacity-building, and
regional cooperation as key drivers for further implementation of WPS principles.

The situation in Afghanistan remains a critical factor influencing Pakistan’s approach to WPS. The
evolving security and humanitarian crisis across the border has disproportionately affected women and
girls, creating new challenges for protection and participation as key pillars of the WPS agenda. Pakistan
has responded by facilitating humanitarian assistance, advocating for women’s rights in regional forums,
and supporting inclusive peace efforts that consider the gendered impact of conflict. These measures
reflect Pakistan’s belief that regional stability and gender equality are interlinked and must be addressed
collectively.

On this 25TH anniversary, Pakistan reaffirms its dedication to the WPS agenda and calls for pragmatic
implementation strategies. Aspirational goals must be matched with realistic frameworks that respect
cultural diversity and national sovereignty. Furthermore, the global community must recognise that
progress cannot be uniform. UNSCR 1325's ideals, while laudable, risk losing credibility if
implementation frameworks leave contextual complexities out of consideration. Pakistan stands ready
to collaborate internationally but insists that success will depend on adaptability, mutual respect, the
principle of national sovereignty, and recognition of diverse pathways to peace.

Il Topic B: Addressing the disproportionate effect of armed conflicts on children

Armed conflicts continue to devastate societies worldwide, and among the most vulnerable victims are
children. The disproportionate impact of war on children — manifested through displacement, loss of
education, recruitment by armed groups, and exposure to violence — poses a grave challenge to
international peace and security. As a responsible member of the global community, Pakistan recognises
the urgency of addressing these violations and reaffirms its commitment to protecting children in conflict
zones. While international frameworks such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and
UNSC resolutions on Children and Armed Conflict (1261, 1314, 1379, 1539, 1612, 1882, 1998, 2427,
2764) provide guiding principles, their implementation remains uneven, particularly in regions plagued
by protracted instability.



Pakistan has consistently advocated for the protection of children in armed conflicts at the UN and other
multilateral forums and has endorsed global initiatives — aimed at ending the recruitment and use of
children in armed forces and groups — such as the Paris Principles and Commitments from 2007.
Domestically, Pakistan has strengthened its legal and institutional frameworks to safeguard children’s
rights, including the Juvenile Justice System Act (2018) and child protection units at provincial levels.
However, the regional security environment presents unique challenges. The situation in Afghanistan
remains a pressing concern. Decades of conflict have left millions of Afghan children vulnerable to
displacement, poverty, and exploitation. The resurgence of instability following the political transition has
exacerbated these vulnerabilities, with reports of increased recruitment of children by armed groups and
severe restrictions on education, particularly for girls. Pakistan, sharing a long border and deep cultural
ties with Afghanistan, bears a significant humanitarian responsibility. In response, Pakistan has
undertaken multiple measures. Pakistan continues to facilitate cross-border humanitarian aid and has
hosted millions of Afghan refugees, ensuring access to basic education and healthcare for children.
Pakistan emphasises that any positive peace process in Afghanistan must prioritise the protection of
children and uphold their right to education and development.

Through platforms such as the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), Pakistan advocates for collective strategies to address
child protection in conflict zones.

Beyond Afghanistan, Pakistan is deeply concerned about the plight of children in other conflict-affected
regions, including the Middle East and Africa. The use of explosive weapons in populated areas, attacks
on schools and hospitals, and the denial of humanitarian access are violations that demand urgent
global action. Pakistan calls for strict adherence to International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and
accountability for perpetrators of grave violations against children.

Pakistan also acknowledges the emerging dimensions of conflict that affect children, such as cyber
exploitation and trafficking in fragile states.

These trends underscore the need for comprehensive strategies that combine security measures with
socio-economic development and psychosocial support for affected children. The disproportionate
impact of armed conflicts on children is not only a humanitarian crisis but a threat to global peace and
stability. Children represent the future of nations; their suffering perpetuates cycles of violence and
underdevelopment. On this critical issue, Pakistan urges the international community to move beyond
rhetoric and adopt actionable measures. Therefore, Pakistan proposes the following priorities:

1. Enhance mechanisms under the UN’s Monitoring and Reporting Framework to ensure timely
documentation and accountability for violations against children.

2. Allocate resources for education and provide psychosocial support for children affected by conflict.
3. Ensure that child protection is integrated into all peace negotiations and post-conflict recovery plans
and foster collaboration among states, international organisations, and civil society to address cross-
border challenges such as displacement and trafficking.

4. Tackle poverty, inequality, and extremist ideologies that fuel recruitment and exploitation of children
in conflict zones.

Pakistan stands ready to work with the UN and its member states to translate these commitments into
tangible outcomes. Protecting children in armed conflicts is not merely a legal obligation - it is a moral
imperative and a strategic investment in global peace.



